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To this end, ACIC has focused our efforts and made our greatest impacts in engaging 
Atlantic Canadians on issues related to global poverty. We seek to increase the 
contribution of Canadians, especially children and youth, as global citizens, and to 
increase access by Atlantic Canadians, especially children and youth, to resources, 
knowledge and opportunities to engage in international cooperation activities in the 
Atlantic Region.

As such, we wish to highlight the impacts that we have 
made in the following three programs.

In a national poll conducted by the ICN/Vision Critical in 2012,
we found that

one third of all Canadians
polled ranked global poverty

as a top concern.

We also found that more than

half of Canadians (52%)
feel the federal government

is most responsible for
addressing global poverty,

and nearly three-quarters (72%)
believe they should be

supporting public awareness
about global poverty issues.

Notably, regardless of political leanings,
the poll clearly showed that Canadians feel we have a moral imperative

to do something to reduce global poverty and
to teach our children about the importance

of working towards the reduction of global poverty.

1/3
Canadians

1/2 Canadians

3/4 Canadians



ACT 4 Global Change Youth Conference (formerly 
called Move Your World!) brings together a diverse 
group of youth in a four-day camp setting. Our 
collaborative team of adult and youth facilitators 
takes time before the conference to build and 
share skills such as anti-oppression, mental health 
first aid, and best practices in youth engagement 
and facilitation, and purposefully prioritizes 
creating a safe space for youth from a wide 
range of backgrounds to share deeply and take 
action together. This year, identities among the 
32 youth at the conference included Mi’kmaq, 
Inuit, refugee, newcomer, LGBTQ2+, able and non-
able bodied, and a few different religious and 
language backgrounds.

After the conference, participants created a 
Facebook Group Chat called “ACT 4 Family” 
which continues to be an active forum for them 
to connect on levels ranging from collaborating 
on projects and events (five of the youth worked 
together on a youth forum in Halifax called 
“Exploring Identity in the Age of Reconciliation”) 
to informal banter (sharing jokes and prom photos, 
and comparing notes on college plans). The 
continued supportive relationships among the 
group are a testament to the transformational 
learning experiences that takes place at the 
conference, and the power of trust-based 
personal relationships in building intercultural 
understanding and solidarity.

 Because of the conference’s longevity, we’ve had 
the opportunity to see how the conference serves 
as a gateway to continued involvement in Atlantic 
Canada’s international development community. 
Two of ACIC’s current youth ambassadors 
were introduced to the program through the 
conference, three members of this year’s core 
organizing team were conference alumni, and 
we’ve also seen multiple conference participants 
go on to find paid work with ACIC member 
organizations, and even join our own staff!

ACT 4 Global Change 
Youth Conference



Representing the four Atlantic Provinces, each 
of the ACT 4 Global Change Youth Ambassadors 
brings a unique perspective, peer network, 
skillset, and passion for making a difference. The 
group of grade 11 students learns about the UN’s 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), gains 
leadership and facilitation skills, and designs and 
implements an engagement plan that focuses on 
the global issues they are most passionate about. 
From playing violin by candlelight to advocate 
for Climate Action (SDG 13) during Earth Hour, to 
sharing their views on Quality Education (SDG 4) at 
a local Prime Minister’s Youth Council Roundtable, 
to playing SDGs jeopardy in a classroom, the 
Ambassadors are finding innovative ways to 
exercise and foster global citizenship in Atlantic 
Canadian communities.

ACT 4 Global Change 
Ambassadors

Everyone around 
me inspires me to 
get involved and 
to try my best to 
make a difference.
- Hajar Abdessamie

Hajar Abdessamie first connected with ACIC and 
its members through the ACT 4 Global Change 
Youth Conference. After being named ACT 4 
Global Change Ambassador for New Brunswick, 
she supported Bessborough School’s participation 
in the ACT 4 Global Change Challenge for 
International Development Week, developed and 
delivered a French climate change workshop in 
her own school, and will be blogging this summer 
during a trip to Morocco. Through connections 
forged at the Youth Conference, Hajar has also 
continued her involvement with ACIC member 
Amnesty International, and recently returned 
from a human rights conference in Calgary, 
“Living Together: Understanding human rights, 
appreciating diversity and working towards 
reconciliation.”



Each year, ACIC funds up to six small 
collaborative public engagement projects 
within our membership.  The purpose of fund is to 
support good practice and innovative methods 
of engaging Atlantic Canadians in global 
development issues.
 
We know that Public engagement practices evolve 
over time, and public engagement practitioners 
are always facing new and different challenges.  
Through this fund, we have provided opportunities 
for practitioners to share resources, learn from one 
another, and collaborate to reach more diverse 
audiences with messages of hope, and the impacts 
we have made have been significant.  Over 
the past three years, we have been able to see 
developments in programming that have led to 
stronger engagement with Atlantic Canadians.  
The program has also helped to build strong 
partnerships, and has brought together good 
practices from public engagement practitioner-
experts from across the Atlantic region. 

Over the last three years ACIC has funded 
13 Public Engagement projects with 12,218 
Atlantic Canadians engaged in these public 
engagement initiatives.  More than 40% of our 
membership (mostly the small and medium 
sized organizations) have accessed this 
fund.  Many organizations have collaborated 
more than once, indicating positive results in 
building partnerships.  Close to one quarter 
of the initiatives were collaborations between 
two or more organizations to increase reach, 
showing that ACIC members value collaboration 
and learning, and benefit by increasing their 
reach.  We have also seen a variety of PE practices 
and approaches. For example, the projects have 
ranged from in-person, in-depth engagement 
at film screenings and coffeehouses to online 
awareness-raising using social media platforms.  
This supports our belief that good PE comes from a 
multiplicity of approaches, enabling practitioners to 
speak to the diversity of our population, ethnically, 
socially, culturally and linguistically.

The Members’ Public Engagement Fund is a 
comparatively small amount of money but the 
impact is large. Many of our members and other 
CSOs in the Atlantic do not always have access to 
financial resources for public engagement and this 
consistent, straightforward fund is accessible and 
reliable. For a small amount of capital ($6,000 per 
year), members make a big impact.

Member Public
Engagement Fund



• Migrant Dreams: Documentary
Film Tour Cooper Institute, Breaking 
the Silence, Maritimes Conference - United 
Church of Canada 

• Imagine Culture Photo Contest
Passages Canada

• Truro Foody Friday 2017:
Coffeehouse Dalhousie, Agricultural 
Campus- International Office

• Building Bridges for
International Development 
Through Children and Youth 
Engagement ECAAIR
(East and Central Africa Association of 
Indigenous Rights)

• 5 Days for the Forest
Conservation Council of
New Brunswick

Social 
media a big 
component 
this year.

• Peace Education in a Post
Conflict Society: From Nova 
Scotia to Northern Ireland
Saint Mary’s University and
Peaceful Schools International 

• Social Media Highlighting
FHF’s work on Kenya
Farmers Helping Farmers

• Truro Foody Friday
Dalhousie Faculty of Agriculture International 
Office

• Islands Of Change
Photographic Exhibition 
Community Forests International

• Global Volunteers Make
a Difference Project
Canada World Youth,
Cuso and WUSC 

• Inform Educate and Engage
New Brunswick youth to 
change our world from 
right here at home
University New Brunswick 

• PEACE FILM FESTIVAL
-  PEACE & PROSPERITY NOT WAR 
& AUSTERITY CUPE Global Justice 
National Committee

• Making the Connections:
Movement Building Across 
Borders and Nations Maritimes-
Guatemala Breaking the Silence Network 
(BTS), Tatamagouche Centre

2016
2017>

2015
2016>

2014
2015>

3,718
Atlantic Canadians
engaged in these
public engagement initiatives

7,000
Atlantic Canadians
engaged in these
public engagement initiatives

1,500
Atlantic Canadians
engaged in these
public engagement initiatives

reach of Members PE Fund


