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Presenter
Presentation Notes
About PSI:

International NGO dedicated to recognizing and supporting schools around the world that are working to create a culture of peace in their schools.

From elementary to universities – young to old audience

Two key principles: membership is voluntary and non-prescriptive
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over 300 members in 16 countries including Canada, US, Pakistan, Philippines, Sierra Leone, Liberia, New Zealand, Serbia, Northern Ireland 

The principles and approach of PSI work everywhere no matter what the community or the context
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Art works across cultures as well




What is Peace Education?

"the process of promoting the knowledge,
skills, attitudes and values needed to bring
about the behavior changes that will enable
children, youth and adults to prevent conflict
and violence, both overt and structural; to
resolve conflict peacefully; and to create
conditions conducive to peace, whether at a
personal, interpersonal, inter-group, national,
or international level.”
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Presentation Notes
Fundamentally, we believe that all children have the right to feel safe at school.

Formal definition from UNICEF

Informal definition: learning to live well together – not just at school, but in our families, local communities, and in our global community.

Peace education builds peace in the school community, and this extends into homes, families and the local community around the school.




PSTI Members have . ..

1. A collaborative approach to school-based decision
making

2. Curricular and/or extracurricular peace education
Initiatives

3. Teaching methods that stress participation,

cooperation, problem solving and respect for
differences

4. Student and community centered conflict resolution
strategies such as peer mediation

5. Community service projects

6. Opportunities for professional development for all
staff focused on creating a positive school climate
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Presentation Notes
Peace means different things to different people. Many people struggle to express their ideas about peace in words. Art however, has no rules or restrictions. 

Children find it easier to communicate their ideas when they are encouraged to use creative expression through art. 






Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the services that PSI provides is monthly activities – these help to foster a school wide culture of peace

Samples: kindness kites, helping hands, peace garden (construction paper), pinwheels for peace, Imagine . . .,  trashformation art, peace stones, 


The Art of Peace Summer
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Begun last year – modelled after a camp in Calgary

Three themes of What is Peace? Peace in Me, Peace in our Families and Communities, Peace with Nature, Peace in the World

Activities like tie dyeing, talking sticks, friendship bracelets, peace flags, felting, basket making, peace puppets


Using Art to Establish
Peace Within

* Be the change you want in the world;
peace begins with you.

» Children globally need to learn how to
establish peace within.
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Peace Stone Activity

The purpose of this activity was to
give children the tools to be able to
cope with stress or conflict by
putting themselves in a personal or
internal place of peace.
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Expected Outcome
or Change

Gives children the skills and ability to
control their emotions. This can make
a permanent change in their lives,
which could be passed on from one

generation to another.
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Using Arts to Reintegrate
Ex- Child Soldiers
in Sierra Leone

+ Sierra Leone was plunged into a
vicious civil war from 1991 1o 2002.

» Before the war youth were politically
marginalized.

» Children as young as eight, were
abducted and forced to fight.
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Culture of Arts
in Sierra Leone

* Arts are integral o the lives of
Sierra Leone’s people.

- Arts have been used for dqener'a’rions
to entertain, educate and transmit
historical events.

+ Songs were used to arouse people to
action.

A Affer the war, music and drama
~@ were used to cement national
. unity.




Tools

* Visual art; drawing, painting and
creative art. Example peace planks,
peace bags using available local
materials like rocks, strings, raffia
etc.

* Performing art; music, dance and
drama.
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Purpose

* To help traumatized children recover from
their debilitating experiences.

- To comment on social issues.

» To bridge the gap between the victim and
the perpetrator.

» To create symbols of national
consciousness.
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Impact / change

The use of art transformed ex-child
combatants from agents of destruction to
messengers of peace

» The use of art helps change society's
negative perception and psychological fear
of war-affected children.

» The culture of acceptance and forgiveness
was restored to the communities
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Art with Children to create
"Peace in the World"

The peace camp and PSI networking
of schools in diverse countries
creates wonderful opportunities to
help students learn, through art,

about their role in bringing peace fto
the world.
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Why Use Art to Learn
About Peace in the World?

» Successful learning involves the
integration of both art and academic
content.

» Art transcends language barriers.

- Art allows a focus on commonalities.
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Richmond to Karachi
to Halifax

* Ontario students created "peace
mandalas” which they sent to
students in Pakistan.

- Pakistan mandalas were shared with
Joe Howe students who then created
their own "peace newspaper”.
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Twinning Schools

Students in Sierra Leone and North
America share information about
each others' community strengths,
traditions and “peace heroes”
through letters, drawings, posters,
video and photo exchanges. This has
now expanded to schools in Pakistan.
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Baskets...
from Sierra Leone

to Annapolis Royal



Peaceful Camp,
Peaceful World

* Peace Camp participants learned how
children in Sierra Leone create their
own toys from found materials.

» Using local found materials,
participants made toys, talking
sticks, peace flags, and peace rocks.
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Peace within YOU.

* Peace rocks foster "peace within”.

* Peace flags went directly to Sierra
Leone where they now hang in a
village library.
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