
Hello everyone, my name is Charlotte Sachs and I’m currently interning with Oxfam Maritimes. I’m also a student in International Development Studies and Economics at Dalhousie University in Halifax, although I’m originally from Montreal. 
Today Brian and I are going to tell you about our latest campaign, which focuses on women and climate change. We want this to be an interactive discussion, so please feel free to interrupt us at any time for a question or comment. We know that lots of you are probably very involved with issues surrounding women’s rights and or climate change, so if you have something you want to contribute, please do so. 
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I’d like to begin by quickly telling you a bit about Oxfam and why we chose to work on this issue. Oxfam is an international NGO, with branches in 15 countries 
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We have three main branches of our work: crisis intervention in places like Somalia or the DRC, we were very present after the Tsunami in South-East Asia, things like that. We also work in partnerships with over 100 partner organizations in Asia, the Horn of Africa and Latin America on more long-term development projects. In Canada, Oxfam works on development education, advocacy, public awareness and building a constituency of support for our work in advancing women's right. And that’s very relevant to our current campaign, which I will tell you about in a moment.
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Oxfam has a strategic plan for 2007-2012, which focuses on adopting a gender-based focus in our mission to eliminate poverty. In our research and in our partnerships with women’s groups across the Global South, we have found that when women are able to take control of their own land and resources, they have a much better chance at surviving natural and man-made disasters. Also, I want to give a quick disclaimer here: I think adult women, teenage girls and young girls should be looked at separately, and I also think the situation of women in the Global South needs to be looked at on a very local basis. However, for the sake of time and efficiency, I’m going to use the term “women in the Global South” to mean women, adolescents and girls in all parts of the Majority world. I’m perfectly aware that this is imperfect terminology, but that’s the beauty of the imprecision of language for you, and we can have a discussion about that some other time. 
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The top part of this map shows the world’s countries scaled according to their cumulative CO2 emissions to 2002. The bottom part shows countries scaled according to the World Health Organization’s estimates of per capita mortality from climate change in 2000. 
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 Even with ideal climate conditions, small-scale farmers face many economic challenges, including, but not limited too: fluctuations in demand, the demand for quality and quantity of supply from larger buyers, and declining terms of trade. I want to take a moment here to stress how important economics is to understanding global development work. A while back, Oxfam ran a campaign called “Make Trade Fair” and that campaign was really targeted at the WTO and its double standards. But I think that its really important to keep trade in mind when discussing this campaign. Like it or not, the world operates on a cost-benefit principle. For those of you who don’t know, the cost-benefit principle states that a rational human being will only undertake an economic action if the benefits received from that action outweigh the costs.  While this may or may not be the best way to look at things, and I personally don’t think it is, when we’re talking to international leaders like the Canadian government or the UN we have to show them that the benefits of taking action completely outweigh the costs. For now, we have to speak their language, which is entirely based on economic principles, not humanitarian principles. So, we have to show our governments and the rest of our civil society, that eliminating our dependency on carbon is not only more economically efficient, but necessary. 
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Most women in the developing world depend on agriculture to survive. When the rains don’t come when their supposed to, or they come down in torrential downpours, women can’t produce the food they need to feed their families. More time spent out working in the fields means less time for education or for earning an income.  We’ve also seen an increase in recent years of the number of cases of water-relates diseases, mainly cholera and diarrhoea. These diseases can be directly linked to either a lack of water, or contaminated water supplies. 



Now I want to take a moment here and say that Oxfam believes that the right people to help women living in the global South are NGOs, but the right NGOs. Ideally, of course, there would be no need for NGOs because sate-funded public services would cover everyone and allow all citizens to make a decent living. But that doesn’t even happen here, so if you look at places like Jamaica or Ethiopia that not only have no tax revenue coming in, they have to pay off huge loans to the IMF and the World Bank, there is just no way that the state can help women and girls living in poverty.



Now, for some big questions: How much is climate change going to cost us, and aren’t we already broke from all of these big bail-outs? Yes, we’re broke, no one is going to try and spin that fact any other way. Oxfam estimates that climate change mitigation is going to cost Northern governments 50 billion. And yes, that is a huge figure. But considering the fact that these same governments have spent about 10 trillion on big businesses and banks, well we think that the 1.3 billion people living in abject poverty deserve a piece of the pie.



Also, World Bank and IMF laws have essentially made it impossible for the states women live in to provide any sort of help. Because of structural adjustment programs, there is no state funding to help small-scale farmers or to provide health care and education to poor women to help them help themselves.  In addition, these SAPs have forced poor countries to become export-driven economies. So instead of growing what they need to survive on an individual or community basis, the women are forced to grow a lot of a single crop- like, say coffee or cocoa or sugar and then sell that product and then use that money to buy other things, which is a huge waste of time and resources. 



Because Oxfam is a well-established and well-respected NGO, we know how to give women the technical skills so that they can help themselves, and we also know how to shove people out of the way so that local women’s unions and community groups can thrive without any outside intervention. Now, I’m not saying that Oxfam’s knowledge is perfect, or that we haven’t made any mistakes in the past, because, that would be a lie. We are committed to continuing to grow our understanding of the traditions and cultures of people living in the majority world and understanding what dignity and empowerment means for them. I think this is a really important aspect of our work, because oftentimes I do feel like NGO development projects look a lot like imperialism. It does look like we’re the North riding in to save the poor South when in fact we’re a huge part of the problem. So as an NGO I think we have to be hyper conscious of this fact, and do the best we can to empower women and allow them to claim their rights for themselves. 
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Climate change mitigation means reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Oxfam believes that it is vital that greenhouses gas emissions are cut dramatically - by 80 per cent by 2050 compared to 1990 levels - in order to limit global warming to as far below 2°C as possible. For example, right now we’re very involved in raising awareness surrounding the upcoming Copenhagen talks taking place this December. We believe that Canada should take an active role in decreasing 
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Climate change adaptation means communities, supported by governments, taking early action to reduce the damaging impact that climate change will have on their lives. Oxfam is already carrying out work to help people adapt to the impacts of climate change. For example, to cope with increased flooding in places like Bangladesh we are upgrading national flood early warning systems, building homes and schools on raised foundations, building high platforms for emergency flood shelters and creating community-based disaster response plans.
	



Questions? 


