The western scientific industrial experiment of the last 150 years is psychotic. There must be a convergence in CONFRONTING the GLOBAL TRIPLE CRISIS:

1. Catastrophic Climate Chaos -

Climate Chaos and Global Warming which threaten the loss of much of the world’s most productive lands, physical upheavals in many places from storms and rising waters, massive dislocations, decertification of many agricultural lands, and economic and social tragedy for well into the future, with problems especially severe for the poorest nations and peoples.

2. The End of the Era of Cheap Energy—

The imminent end of the era of cheap energy (“peak oil”), bringing dramatic shifts in all operating assumptions of society.

3. Global Resource Depletion—

The extensive depletion of other key resources basic to the industrial system as well as to human welfare; these include fresh water, genetic resources, forests, fish and wildlife, fertile soils, coral reefs, and most elements of the local, regional and global commons.

Biodiversity and cultural diversity are inextricably linked: within that cultural diversity, more specifically Indigenous cultural diversity exists highly sophisticated systems of ecosystem management developed over millennia as part of the system—the circle of life, biodiversity, or whatever you want to call it. Every time an indigenous language is lost it's like the burning of the library at Alexandria. We lose a deep understanding of the ecology of that one part of Mother Earth. What we're seeing is genocide unparalleled in the history of the earth, to replace this diversity with commodification.

For millennia upon millennia, Indigenous peoples have developed and refined traditional sustainable livelihoods and have maintained hunting, fishing, and gathering practices.  All of this is based on local Indigenous knowledge handed down through the generations. These practices have enabled our Indigenous communities to achieve sustainability and food security - to adequately address hunger - providing sufficient food year after year despite fluctuations in weather patterns and natural disturbances. By adhering to these practices, our Indigenous communities have been able to retain economic independence and self-sufficiency, and to ensure that the diversity of plant and animal species remains high.

Indigenous peoples in Canada, the United States and throughout the Americas hold valuable land and water resources that have long been exploited by the provincial, state and federal governments and by corporations trying to meet the energy needs of an industrialized world.  Indigenous peoples have disproportionately suffered impacts due to the production and use of energy resources - coal mining, uranium mining, oil and gas extraction, coal bed methane, nuclear power and hydropower development – yet are among those who benefit least from these energy developments.  Indigenous peoples face inequity over the control of, and access to, sustainable energy and energy services. Territories where Indigenous peoples live are resource rich and serve as the base from which governments and corporations extract wealth yet are areas where the most severe form of poverty exists. 

Climate change is having a disproportionate impact on some communities across Canada, particularly First Nation communities, communities of color and low-income and working class communities. First Nation communities experience loss of traditional lands and thereby loss of culture from climate change impacts of heat, torrential rains, and water evaporation. In addition, they experience disproportionate impacts from the fossil fuel resource extraction processes that occur on or near their communities. 

People from communities of color are disproportionately represented in two groups: workers exposed to the toxic by-products of industrial processes and those of low-income. These groups, along with white members of low-income communities have less insulation from the effects of climate change. Since climate change equates to more unpredictable and potentially violent weather most of these communities do not have the resources to effectively protect themselves from extreme weather events such as heat waves or prolonged cold snaps. The goals, leadership and activities of the environmental movement do not accurately reflect the disproportionate impact of climate change according to the leadership of impacted communities. Leaders of these disproportionately affected communities feel that environmental movement leaders are proposing and advocating climate change policies that do not reflect the realities of their communities. Entire sub-populations of Canadians do not see themselves or their realities reflected in the environmental movement, which is one reason they are not engaged. 

Climate justice is a movement from the grassroots to realize solutions to our climate and energy problems that ensure the right of all people to live, work, play, and pray in safe, healthy, and clean environment. Climate Justice envisions a just transition to a future free from fossils fuels that protects the most vulnerable from the impacts of climate change. 

There is an urgent need for policy makers in Canada to understand the inextricable link between Indigenous rights and energy and climate impacts and intern make that the basis of provincial, national and international policy changes. Furthermore a moratorium on further tar sands expansion must be implemented in Northern Alberta in the region now known as the Tar Sand. Resources and effort must be place into the building of knowledge and capacity amongst First Nation and Métis leadership, including grassroots, elders and youth, to engage in both an Indigenous lead corporate finance campaign and in decision making processes on environment, energy, climate and economic policies, related to halting the tar sands expansion. Since this tar sand expansion in northern Alberta is within First Nations territories, any effective strategy must acknowledge aboriginal title and treaty rights. The application of treaty rights as a legal strategy implemented by the First Nations themselves must be the key focus in efforts to challenge big oil in the province of Alberta.

Canadian and Alberta history has seriously hampered First Nations ability to retain their inherent sovereignty rights to protect their lands, culture and to maintain economically sustainable and healthy communities. In the words of many elders and land-based community members in the tar sands area, concerns of jobs, housing, income, and economic development has become a priority over the traditional Indigenous values of respecting the sacredness of Mother Earth and for the protection of the environment. 

There is an urgent need for a coordinated, collective response led by First Nations and Métis to the Tar Sands development. An organizing framework based on human rights, supporting the establishment of a movement for a moratorium on the Tar Sands development must be put into place. This moratorium should be in effect until the concerns of First Nations and Métis pertaining to the human rights abuses, the human and ecological health crisis, the climate change implications, the water and air quality implications, the treaty rights implications, the tribal sovereignty and self determinations implications and the cumulative socio economic impacts on the health and way of life of Indigenous Peoples in the region, can and be taken into account, responded to, respected, and protected in an permanent traditional Indigenous framework that comply' with our spiritual and natural laws and treaty and inherent rights.

Across Canada and across mother earth we have witnessed how fragile the economy based on centralized, interdependent systems is by witnessing them come closer and closer to collapse. Here in Canada if you look at the demographics, by 2016 one out of every four workers in Canada will be native. Three quarters of our native people are under the age of 30. There is going to be fundamental shift in the labor market, and in political and economic power. So in that context there's a lot to be said about the need for the labor struggle and the indigenous struggle to come together to push for systematic change around a new and renewable energy economy and questions of climate adaptation and mitigation. 

Now we are seeing a crisis in the manufacturing sector, especially in Canada's traditional economic powerhouse of Ontario. Recent numbers released by Stats Canada show that more than 50% of Canada's employment base is now represented by retail jobs. So people are paid $12-$15 an hour if they’re lucky compared to $25-$30 an hour in manufacturing. Add to that the inflation that is coming, which is going to make it difficult for workers to afford fuel, rent, and transportation, and you’ve got a gross distortion of Canada’s economy and a pretty scary reality. So I point out to folks that if we don't confront tar sands development, Canada's economy will suffer from the same resource curse that has faced other countries that have built their economies on resource extraction. I don't want to see that happen.

I don't believe that we can just steer this Titanic called capitalism. There's a whole Green capitalist movement that is emerging and is represented by the groups that talk about Green jobs but don’t talk about community self-determination, let alone about ownership. They are not talking about the radical redistribution of wealth and land in this country, and until we have that conversation we are going to continue to be governed by the same economic power structures that benefit the rich and thrive on the backs of indigenous people, communities of color, and workers. So when we talk about a “green economy” we need to ask if we imagine that British Petroleum and Shell and Exxon will be giving us those dream jobs? Do we mean “Green” Wal-Mart jobs? Or do we mean highly technical, community-controlled, well-paid local jobs that our communities run, that are owned by our communities, and where the wealth produced stays in the community? I think one of the things that we have to be adamant about is the need to develop regional economic models, which of course indigenous people have utilized from time immemorial.  We need models based on an understanding of our local environments and our place within the sacred circle of life so that we can protect the earth for future generation.
An example of this kind of bioregional planning is happening now in Alaska. 15 years ago, there was a terrible incident that forever changed the way of life for Native peoples in that region. At the mouth of the Copper River, world renown for their Sockeye run the Exxon Valdez tanker ran aground and dumped millions of liters of oil into the sound. Almost two decades later you can still go to the beach on hundreds of miles of shoreline and find heavy oil under rocks. Only 4 of the 21 species in the region have shown recovery and Exxon is still locked in litigation over its fines. The local economy of the sleepy town of Cordova and the native village of Eyak was destroyed. Today, projects are being implemented such as the development of a bio-diesel fishing industry that produces their own fuel with fish waste from their catch. Some of the catch is provided to Alaska Native communities and ENGO ‘s for feasts and fundraisers to build the profile of the salmon economy. Dune Lankard a Native Eyak from the region is spearheading the initiative all the while working to put into permanent protection vast swaths of the Chugash rainforest from clear cutting and other forms of harmful development. Working in partnership with investors he has been able to create the fishing business and also a local community cold storage for garden, wild meat, fish storage so that locally produced food can be stored. On top of this he has created the first Native conservation organization that puts land back under the control and management of local Alaska Native Communities provided they do not engage into harmful forms of development that would threaten the eco system. They have created a three-lodge retreat centre on a local island to be a training centre and a gathering place with the revenues going toward the promotion of sustainable localized economic development. 

